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Grand Commander's Reception 


I wish to take this opportunity to publio- 
ly thank the several Committees and Offic- 
exs of St. Omer Commandery #21 of Dorches- 
ser, Mass., for their untiring efforts in 
planning the reception given in honor of 
Sir Knight N. Russell @§ Lynn, Eminent 
Grand Warder and myself, held on Monday 
evening, December 15, 19:7. It was an e- 
vent ard a thrill that I shall never for- 
get, when you considér that I am the first 
Grand Commander from St. Omer sime our Rt. 
Em. William H.H.Soule held that exalted 


office in 1892 and 1893--55 years ago, the, 


Committee did their utmost to make this an 
outstanding and memorable evening. Ma ny 
of the Grand Officers am presiding Offio- 
ers of other Commanderies were present <= 
to use the vernacular of Sir Knight Robert 
Ge Wilson, Jr., Em.Grand Generalissimo, we 
would say "All the Upper Crust was there.” 
A short resume of the evening follows: 

the reception was from 6:30 to 7:15; a fin 


tenderloin steak dinner at 7:15; entertain-' 


ment 9:00 to 10:00;with dancing 10;00 to 
12:00, Em. Sir Herbert F. Sawyer, Grand 
Sentinel was the General Chairman, with 


Em, Sir Clyde L. Carter,Inspector Instruct- 
250 Sir Knights 


or as Master of Ceremonies, 
and guests representing 27 different Com- 
manderies were present. 
er was presented witha beautiful Hamilton 
wrist watch, and the Grand Warder with a 
handsome traveling bage 


George A. Weeks, Grand Commander. 


Visitation from New Hampshire 


His Excellency Eminent Sir Charles Milby 
Dale, Governor of the State of New Hamp- 
shire and Commamer of De Witt Clinton 
Commandery of Portsmouth, N» He, with a 
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large delegation of Sir Knights, visited 
Boston Commandery #2, Eminent Sir Alfred 
C. Blake, Commander, and performed The 
Order of Malta in Full Form on Wednesday, 
December 17th. 


"OD- TO TH+ SKL" 


Did you know there are two more verses? 
Here they are: 


"Say, did these fingers delve the mine 
Or with the envied rubies shine? 

To hew the rock, or wear the gem 

Can little now avail to them. 

But if the page of truth they sought 
Or comfort to the mourner brought 
These hands a richer need shall claim 
Than all that wait on wealth or fame.” 


“Avails it whether bare or shod 

These feet the paths of duty trod? 

If from the bowers of ease they fled 
To seek affection's humble shed; 

If grandeur's bed they spurned 

And home to virtue's cot returned 
These feet with angels wings shall vie 
And tread the palace to the sky.” 


The poem is considered one of the rarest 
gems of poetic inspiration. It was 
found many years ago, pinned to a skele- 
ton in a European museum. The author's 
name was not given and never mown, It 
is said that a European government of~ 


' fered a large reward for his name, mt 
it never was ascertainede 


Sus pensions 


Your Grand Commandery Membership Com- 
mittee has spent considerable more time 
this month going through the reoords,anc 
have picked off a list of all those sus- 
pended during the past 5 years. These 
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lists have been sent out to the Iminent 
Commanders with a letter from the Grand 
Commander. We lost 401 Sir Knights dur- 
ing this period. Together with demits we 
lost 980 in these 5 years. We hope mny 
can be retrieveé. 9 Commanderies did not 
suspend a single member; they must have ex 
tended much charity to have such a record 
as this. 
mit in dues is properly chargeable to your 
Charity Fundse 


Anniversaries 


Sir Galahad #52, Waltham, Masse, E. Sir 
John Ss Miller, Commander, celebrated 
their 25th Anniversary with a dinner and 
very appropriate ceremonies. E. Sir He 
Alton Roark, the first Commander, was 
Master of Ceremonies. Es Sir William A. 
Graham, also a Charter Member, read a 
very interesting history of its doings 
during the past quarter of a century. The 
R. BE. Grand Commander George A, Weeks am 
Division Commander E, Sir Dwight C. Page 
made very fine addresses. 


Gethsemane 7435, Newtonville, Mass., E.Sir 
Frank B. Mehaffey, Commander, observed 
their 75th Anniversary last month with a 
dinner, entertainment and dance. RE. Sir 
George A. Weeks, Grand Commander, gave a 
very interesting history of the Knights 
Templar, both ancient and modern. 


Other Anniversaries this year dating from 
their charters are as follows: 


25th 
Winthrop #53 - Winthrop - October 16 
oth 
Olivet #36 = Lynn = March 13 
Athol #37  - Athol = dune 7 


Bay State #38= Brockton ~ Sept. 13 


Cyprus 39 = Hyde Parke Oct. 41 
100th 
DeMolay #7 = Boston = Oct. 10 


A fitting observance of these events with 
attendant publicity should do much to ate 
tract members to the Order. 


Triennial Conclave 


Very Eminent Sir A. Kenneth Martin,Deputy 
Grand Commander and Chairman of the Tri- 
emnial Committee says: 


Remember, whatever money you re~|} 


"Tt is not too early to start making 
plans for the Grand Encampment Triennial 
which will be held in San Francisco, 
California during the. month of Septembor, 


1919, Your Triennial Committee has com- 
pleted plans to make this the most suc~ 
cessful and interesting Pilgrimage that 
we have ever had. The Pilgrimage will 
cover all of the great scenic points 

in the Middle West, through the Rockies 
anto Mexico and back into San Francisco 
for the Triennial Meeting. You have re- 
ceived some very elaborate folders ex- 
tending full information as well as ill- 
ustrated pictures giving you advance in- 
formation of just what scenic points 

this trip will cover. No time should be 
lost in discussing this Pilgrimage and 
making the slogan “ON TO CALIFORNIA IN 
1949" a headline that will make Templar 
history insofar as this tour is concernede 
Gold was discovered in California in 189 
and the Knights Templar will make a re- 
peat performance in 19,9." 


Grand Enoampment Review 


If you do not now receive the Grand En- 
campment Review, the magazine published 
quarterly by the Grand Encampment, you 
should, in order to keep informed as to 
the activities of 1600 constituent Com- 
manderies with a membership of 225,000 
Sir Knights, Subscriptions will be re- 
ceived at any time; $1.00 for three 
years, or 50¢ for one year. Mail your 
subscriptions to: Foreign Correspondent 
Clarence R. Davis, 27 Kilgore Avenue, 
West Medford, Massachusetts. 


Excerpt from the Address of Most Em.Sir 
John Temple Rice at our Annual Conclave 
October 15, 1917s “Spiritually, I think 
the fcoling of Templary has never been 
finer than it is today. I have had Sir 
Knights tell m:'If anything ever hap- 
pens to the uniform,you are wrecked.° 

have also had them says*If you can hold 
the line and not let the Order be changed 
| ever ything is going to be alright.' if 
F ever do get into a Commandery and see 


I 


the Orders conferred without any devia- 
tion from the ritual(with all due respect 
to thefine ritualists all over the coin- 
try)I shall really try to hold right to 

' the line,but the difficulty is going to be 
| with the Commandery that confers the 

| Orders pee according to tho ritual, 
| 80 I give you that as an added thought, 
There are so many other things-if we 
could have more social features,or do 

| this or that, Templary would be alright," 
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A few figures for last year. 
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